Dear [Senator/Delegate Name],
[Personal paragraph — you fill in. 2-4 sentences. This paragraph matters.]
Who you are.
Your relationship to SPARC.
What you have witnessed or experienced.
I am asking you to adopt the Senate’s $500,000 for SPARC in the conference report (SB30 Item 300 #8s). The House version includes $250,000 previously appropriated.
SPARC exists because Medicaid excludes the very people who need it the most. The adults SPARC serves cannot access day services through Virginia’s Medicaid Waiver system — not because the funding levels are too low, but because the system specifically excludes people who need one-to-one support from their own caregivers. Before SPARC, their “choice” was isolation. The General Assembly recognized this problem years ago and set aside direct funding for SPARC as the alternative to what Medicaid does not fund. I am asking you to support a decision the legislature has already made.
The difference between the House and Senate positions is $250,000 a year. Virginia is under a Permanent Injunction - a binding federal court order - in United States v. Virginia requiring it to expand integrated day services for people with developmental disabilities. The federal court is actively monitoring whether the Commonwealth is making progress. SPARC serves exactly the population the court identified, at roughly $15,800 per person - a fraction of the costs of comparable Medicaid programs (approximately $59,000 per person) which cannot serve this population at all. As General Assembly budget leaders have told the court themselves, Virginia would rather invest in services than pay the consequences of not providing them. (See attached letter) This is one of the smallest, most cost-effective ways to demonstrate that Virginia means it. To put it in concrete terms: Virginia’s general fund spends roughly $93 million per day. The entire annual SPARC increase the conferees are debating is what the Commonwealth spends in approximately 3 minutes and 52 seconds.
As a (family member/Participant/Friend) I want to be direct. At $250,000, SPARC can maintain a fraction of its current operations. At $500,000, it can sustain the services that 65 adults and their families rely on every week. The difference is $250,000 — and for the families on the wrong side of that line, it is the difference between a program and nothing. No day services. No community. No peers. Just home, every day, alone. That is the outcome the federal court has ordered the Commonwealth to prevent.
Respectfully,
[Name]
[Title, SPARC Board of Directors]
 
